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BAE  economists  are  pointing  out  tomorrow  (-Mar*  5)  in  the  ABC  "American 
Farmer"  that  storm  losses  in  the  V/cst  have,  not  been:  enough  to  reduce  the  cur- 
rent moat  supply. 

Doubtless  some  cattle  arc  being  held  back  in  the  area  and  will  move  to 
market  as  soon  as  transportation  clears.    However,  some  that  were  intended 
for  market  will  bo  held  back  for  restocking.     Others  are  so  weakened  that 
they  will  have  to  be  fed  longer  or  put  back  on  grass,  and  marketed  later  this 
yea-r,     Buts  for  the  present,  the  storm  won't  have  a  noticeable  effect  on  con- 
sumers, cither  in  supplies  or  prices.     In  fact,  indications  are  that  the  to- 
tal meat  supply  in' '49  will  be  slightly  larger  than  in  '48,     Some  advance  in 
prices  is  expe cted, 'but  the  average  for  the  year  Seems  .likely  to  be  somewhat 
less  than  last  year. 

In  order  to  rebuild  their  herds,  cattlemen- may  hold  back; yearlings  from 
market  —  which  ordinarily  would  be  sold  ,as  feeders  this  fall  '"and  marketed 
in  the  spring  of  '50.    And  they  may  hold  back  a  few  more  heifer  calves  from 
this  spring1 s  calf  crop  to  replace  losses. 


Have  You  Voted  on  Market  News  Terms? 

A  goodly  number  of  RFDs  have  filled  in,  and  returned,  the  FMA  question- 
naire seeking  their  viewpoints  on  standardization  of  market  news  terminology, 
'The  PHA  folks  deeply  appreciate  this  help.     If  any  of  the  rest  of  you  can 
spare  a  few  moments,  they'd  like  your  opinion,  too.     The  important  thing  in 
checking  the  items  is  to  give  your  first,  quick  reaction.     So  it's  a  pretty 
simple  chore, 

Brannan  and  Taft  in  MBS  Forum  ■  • 

Secretary  Brannan,  and  Senator  Taft  of  Ohio,  will  discuss,  "How  We  Can 
Got  a  Stable  Economy," ' in  the  American  Forum  of  the  Air,  over  the  Uutua! 
Coast-to-Coast  Network,  Monday ,  March  7,  at  10  ;00  p.m.  EST. 


Agricultural  Workshops  at  Columbus 


The  Agricultural  Radio  Workshops  at  Institute  for  Education  by  Radio  at 
Columbus  will  bo  the  mornings  of  May  6  and  8# 


FMK  Notes 


FMA.  committeemen  from  14  States,  including  the  main  wheat  growing  States, 
have  been  meeting  with  Grain  Branch  officials  to  discuss  prospective  problems 
in  connection  with  possible  establishment  of  wheat  acreage  allotments  and  mar- 
keting quotas  in  '49,  as  indicated  by  the  supply  situation.     The  discussions 
and  recommendations  concern  various  policy  and  administrative  questions,.,,, 
PMA  representatives  from  cotton  states  were  in  here  some  weeks  ago  for  similar 
discussions  on  cotton. 

When  Secretary  Brannan  appeared  before  Congressional  committees  the  first 
part  of  February,  he  indicated  that  total  exports  of  wheat  and  of  all  grains 
for  the  first  three-quarters  of  the  current  marketing  year  were  near  the  total 
for  the  entire  previous  year, ,»»and  were  setting  a  now  record,,  Yesterday, 
USDA  announced  further  grain  export  allocations"  v^hicH0\'»  0 along "v/i'tH  "antici- 
pated exports  of  quota-free  grain  and  grain  products, ,, .are  expected  to  run 
about  700  million  bushel s, , compared  with  about  588  million  for'  the  '47-48 
marketing  ycar8 

The  committee  announced  early  this  month' to  survey  future  storage  needs 
for  agricultural  commodities  is.  still  at  work* 

ICC  re-opened  hearings  in  Washington  this  week  to  determine  whether  the 
railroads  should  be  allowed  to  increase  freight  rates  13/o.    .On  Jan.  11,  the 
roads  were  allowed  temporary  increases  of  4,  WJ  and  6%,  depending  on  the  or- 
igin of  freight.     The  Washington  hearing  is  one  of  Several  scheduled  in  the 
next  few  weeks, 

« 

Recent  figures  to  the  Food  Distribution  Branch  indicated  participation 
in  the  School  Lunch  program  during  the  fall  and  winter  averaged  10-12$  greater 
than  the"  same  time  last  year, ,  .  ,with  estimates  for  November  of  6g  million 
children  in  47,000  schools©  ,  ■ 


Commodity  News 

The  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  issued  reports  this  week"  oh  several 
farm  commodities,       '  ... 

Total  U,S.  wool  production  in  *48  dropped  to  280,524,000  pounds ,,,, com- 
pared v.ith  the  average "of  419,134,000  for  '37-46, . . .and  the  lowest  since  }23, 
Shorn  wool' 'averaged  48,8jzf  a  pound  (local  market)  in  '48  compared  with  42^  in 
'47. 

The  shipment  of  package  bees  in  *43  dropped  15%  below  *47.,,.and  the  out- 
look for  '49  is  uncertain,  with  prospects  of  still  further  drops.     Demand  for 
bees  is  poor  because  of  the  slow  movement  and  low  price  of  honey.     But  ship- 
pers hope  demand  will-  improve  after  the  extent  of  storm  losses  in  the  Western 
States  and  Canada  is  determined, 

U.S.  hens  lai?  3$  more  eggs  per  bird  in  *48  than  in  '47,,, .but  the  aver- 
age number  of  layers  dropped  3$.     So  egg  production  in  '48  was  about  the  same 
as  in  '47.     Increases  in  ogg  production  in  '48  in  North  Atlantic,  East  North 
Central  and  Western  States  offset  decreases  in  all  other  parts  of  the  country. 
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Radio  Observes  4-H  Club  gbok 

Radio  and  TV  arc  making  extensive  observance  of  National  4-H  Club  Week« 

American  Farmer,  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  and  Country  Journal  will 
take  note.     The  Ted  Ma lone  show,  over  the  ABC  Network,  Mara  7,  will  carry 
presentation  of  the  Good  American  award  to  4-E  members,  with  Under  Secretary 
Lovcland  and  Extension  Director  Wilson  taking  parte     Fred  "faring  will  feature 
his  new  4-H  song,  "Place  in  the  Sun,"  over  the  NBC  Network,  Mar«  10,  10 :50 
to  11 :00  p.m.  EST,     "RFD  America"  shows  (both  TTTriday,  MarTTlj  9 :00  to 
9:30  EST  and  radio  broadcast  Saturday,  Mar,  12,  1:50  to  2  ;00  p.m.,  EST) will 
include  4-H  Club  members.     Other  programs  such  as  Theater  Guild  of  the  Air, 
Music  Hall,  and  Harvest  of  Stars  will  carry  4-H  salutes  during  the  week. 

The  now  4-H  Club  movie y  "The  Green  Promise" .. © .tolling  the  story  of  the 
young  people's  efforts  to  overcome  the  prejudice  of  their  elders  on  misuse 
of  landj , , „will  get  its  world  premiere  at  the  Majestic  Theater  in  Houston, 
Tex.,  Mar,  18,  '  ,  - 

AGRICULTURAL  NETWORK  FEATURES  (EASTERN  STAIDARD  TIME) 
Saturday,  Mar.  12  '  ' 

NBC,  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,   (1)  USDA  News,   (2)  "Getting  More  Milk  from 
Your  Pastures,"  with  Layne  A.  Moore  end  Robert  Ec  Wag-no r,  " USDA,  high- 
lights research  on  pasture  improvement,     1:00  to  1:30  p,m, 

AB'C,  American  Farmer,   (1)  USDA  News',  -(2)  "Fort  Valley  Ham  and  Egg  Show,"  Fort 
Valley,  Ga,     1:50  to  2j00  -p#nv*  • 

CBS,  Country  Journal,   (1)  "Florida's  Expanding  Citrus  Industry,"  17*C»  Van 

Clief,  Pros,  of  Fla0  Oitrus  Growers1  Exchange;  (2)  "Development  of  Flor- 
ida's Cattle  Industry,"  M.'U.  Mounts,  Co, 'Agt,  for  Palm  Beach  County; 
(3)  "Third  Annual  Farm  Forum, 'Larry  Haeg,  -1TCC0,  Minneapolis;   (4)  "Toll 
Houses  and  Toll  Hduse  Cooking,"  Virginia  Tatumj  (5)  "Fire  Burns  for 
Centuries  on  S, C. 'Hearthstone ,"' Cliff  Gray,  1TSPA,  Spartanburg,  S.C. 
2 :00  to  2 :30  p,m, 

*  N°to  Time  Change,       *  •'•         •• * 

v  *  i  -.  * 

From  the  NARFD  Letter 

RFD's  in  Oregon  offered  the  State  Extension-  Service  the  following  sug- 
gestions as  to*  the  type  of  service:  they  would  like: 

"Give  us  something  we  can  use-  without  e-diting,  0 .  0keep  it  short,,,. mix 
news  with  'how-to-do-it'  items', ,  a  .vary  the-  length  of  the  items ,,.  .give  us  a 
wide  variety  of  subject  matter, ,., pronunciation  aid s . a , .underline  for  empha- 
sis and  difficult  words,  .  e ,  loc'al  names' rnAr -experiences.  " 

In  the  new  issues'  of  the  NARFD  -News  Letter,  Robert  Fowler  of  Oregon 
State  also  covers  other  phases  of  Oregon  Extension's  agricultural  radio  op- 
eration. 


Agricultural  Prices 


On  February  15,  farmers  had  less  left  out  of  each  dollar-rafter  paying 
expenses— than  at  any  time  since  July  !42,     Or  to  put  it  another  way,  a  drop 
(between  Jan.  15  and  Feb.  15)  of  4^b  in  the  index  of  prices  farmers  receive.... 
and  a  drop  of  only  1%  in  prices  farmers  pay, e •  /brought  the  'parity  ratio  down 
to  105.    '  J:,  .  * 

;  Prices  to  farmers  for  hogs,  beef  cattle,  and  sheep  averaged  somewhat  low- 
er than  a  year, ago . (with  lambs  and  calves  higher) 0 .. .but  all  were  well  above 
levels  at  the  end  of  the  war,     The  mid-February  index  of -price's  farmers  re- 
ceive for  feed*  grains  dropped  to  its  lowest  level  in. more  than  5  years. 

Here  are  other  price  highlights  from  BAE's  Feb.  28  "Agricultural'  Prices": 


:Av6 Prices' Farmers  Rec!d:Parity  Price  or  :Av«Price  as  Per- 
Commodity  and  Unit:  :Comparable  Price  :centage  of  Parity 

sFeb„15    Jan, 15    Feb, 15   •  Feb.  15        :or  Comparable  Price 

:  1948        1949        1949     :  1949  :  Jan. 15'     Feb, 15 

•  !  :  1949  1949 


Wheat,  per  bu. r 
Corn,  per  bu. , . 
Oats,  per  bu,,. 
Barley,  per  bu. 
Hay,  per  ton. , . 
Cotton-,  per  lb. 


Soybeans,  per  bu,« 
Peanuts, "per  lb... 
Potatoes,  per  bu,. 

Beans,  dry  edible, 

per  cwt  

Apple  s,  per  bu, . . . 

Grapefruit,  per  bx 
Oranges,  per  box.. 


Hogs,  per  cwt, 


Lamb  s ,  pe  r  cwt .... 

Butte rf at,  per  lb. 
Milk,  wholesale, 
per  cvffc, 

Chickens,  live, 
per  lb. ...  ...... . 

Turkeys,  live, 
per  lb ........ » . 

Eggs,  per  doz  


2,12 
1,92 
1.04 

1,72 
19,60 
0,3071 


2,02  '  : 
1.25 
0.762 
1.15 
19,80 
0,2927 


;  le94 

1.12 

0.689 

1,04 
20.50 

0,2914 


2.97 
0.10 
1.93 

2,27 

0.105 

1.66 

2.05 

0.103 

1,72 

11.20 
1.99 
0,33 

0.89 

7.84 
2.85 
,0.51  • 
1.23 

7.85 
2,97 
0,40 
1.10 

21.60 
20.10 
22.50 
20.80 

20.10 
20.00 
25.10 
21.90 

19,60 
18.70 
24.30 

21,50 

0.849 

0.657 

0.641 

5.01 

4.52 

4.33 

0,26 

.  0,307 

0.295 

0.373. 
0.45. . 

.  0.493 
0,471 

0.441 
0.418 

9  T«7 
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no 
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1.57 

79 

71 

0.978 

77 

70 

1,52 

75 

68 

29,10 

67 

70 

r\  7A70 

0. oOoo 

95 

yo 

2.35 

95 

87 

0.118 

88 

87 

1,80 

'  92 

'  96 

8.26  • 

94 

95 

2.35 

120 

126 

2.01 

25 

20 

3,69 

33 

30 

17  80 

-  -112 

110 

13.30 

149 

141 

16,50 

150 

147 

14.40 

150 

149 

0.644 

.:.  97  . 

.  ..  ..97 

3.92 

108 

108 

0.279 

108 

106 

-  0.353 

0.52?  • 

85 

87 
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Farm  TV  Experience  at  -.TGY-TTRGB 

Summary  of  remarks*  by  George  "Wi-lliam  (Bill)  Givens,  Supervisor  of  Farm 
Broadcasting,  WGY-WRGB  (TV),  Schenectady,  before  the  Television  Programming 
Class,  USDA  Graduate  School,  Washington",  D.  C,,  Feb,  28,  1S49. 

-  d  0  o  -  '  , 

During  its  9  years  of  telecasting,  WGY-WRGB  (TV)  has  been  working  with 
fara-and-home  TV,     Prom  occasional  shows  in  the  earlier  years,  it  constantly 
has  been  stepping  up  the  tempo  of  its  f arm-and-home  telecasting  to  one  a 
month, ,,  .then  every  two  weeks, , .  4  currently  one,  a  week..,, with  thought  now 
being  given  to  daily  farm  and  home  programs. 


t  -  Suitable  TV  Subjects 

WftGB  has  televised  everything- from  chicken  picking  (with  a  contest 'be- 
tween machine  and  hand  picking.)  to  a  demonstration  of  logging  equipment. 
Keeping  in  mind  that  85%  of  our  audience  is  urban,  we  have  tried  to  inter- 
sperse "  topic  s  with  strictly  farm  application  with  those  of  more  general  in- 
terest, such  as  pruning  of  grape  vines,,     In  the  treatment  of  all  subjects,  we 
have  tried  to  give  the  maximum  appes.1  to  our  entire  audience-. 

Other  representative  subjects  have  included: 

Typical  rural  church  Christmas  service, 
4 -H  project  demonstration. 

FFA  barn  dance,  including  features,  such  as,  corn-husking,  nail- 
driving,  and  pie-eating  contests. 

Demonstration  of  soil-heating  cable*     (Within  24  hours  after  broadcast,  had 
5  dozen  requests  for  further  information  or  re-broadcast.     It  was  re-broadcast 
recently. 

Landscaping  demonstration  in  which  landscape  architect  from  Rutgers  Univer- 
sity used  fabric  cut-outs  to  show  right  and  wrong  ways  of  landscaping  home 
grounds,  " 

Home  economics  round-table  discussion  in  which  2 -mi nut g  film  strips  of  typi- 
cal family  situations,  with  4  alternative  solutions. .'.  .were  followed  by  dis- 
cussion between  4-H  club  member,  parents,  and,  experts -from  New  York  Collage 
of  Home  Economics, 

History  of  lighting  show,  in  cooperation  with  New  York  State  Historical  As- 
sociation and  Farmers  Museum  at  Cooper stown. 

As  to  handling  of  subjects,   simplicity  is  our  keynote,  because  when  we 
are  not  using  professional  talent,  we  are  using  -experts  in  the  role  of  au- 
thorities rather  than  actors.     So  if  we  went  all-out  production-wise  for  pro- 
fessional talent  ■ —  who  are- already  superior,  performance-wise,  to  the  au- 
thority --  the  contrast  between  the  professional  and  non-professional  talent 
would' be  embarrassing,  if  not  devastating. 

By  " simplicity, "  I  mean  consistency  in  technique.     For  example,  let's 
take  our  soil-heating  cable  show.    We  used  3  sets^...or  flats.     Set  1  depicted 


Farm  TV  Experience  at  WGY-WRGB  (Cont'd) 

a  greenhouse  interior.-    Set  2  a  roof-top  exterior*     Flat  3  a  typical  farm 
interior.     Simple,  yes.     3ut  authentic  and  complete  in  every  detail.  Further 
simple  effectiveness  can  be  achieved  camera  vase,     We  used  3  cameras.  Camera 
1  for  shooting  from  the  left  side  of  the  set — Camera  2  for  the  right  side — 
and  Camera  3  for  close-ups.    We  didn't  even  have  to  change  the  position  of 
our  cameras  except  to  "dolly"  closer,  or  farther  away,  from  whichever  set  we 
were  using.  -t  • 

As  to  economic  Information^  you  can't  hold  an  audience  with  a  lot ,of 
complex  stationary  charts,  figures,  etc.     For 'a  program  on  income  taxes,  WRGB 
used  live  talent  —  with  animations'  of  this  and  that  kind      "  to  present  in- 
formation that  ordinarily  would  be  given  on  slides  and  charts.     The  important 
thing  is  to  get  animation.    With  charts f- etc, ,  ■  (which  should  be  highly  sim- 
plified, and  pictorialized  insofar  as  possible)  it  helps  to  point  to  the 
angles  being  discussed.     Better  still,  have  things  for  the  speaker  to  manipu- 
late,  such  as,  using  silver  dollars  instead,  of  a  chartc 

Types  of  Format 

Dramatic  (or  play)  type  --  is  regarded  best  (v:hen  feasible)  by  most 
directors.,, # and  is  used  by  WRGB  when  it  has  professional  talent.     In  this 
type  of  format,  non-professionals  (with  exceptions)  become  engrossed  in  HOW 
they  speak  rather  than  WHA.T  they  speak.     The  results  in,  this  latter  case  can 
bo  pretty  bad,     Build  a  plot  around  the  one  idea  you  want  to  put  across,,,, 
in  a  familiar  setting,  such  as,  farm  kitchen,  or  barn.  .»•  .with  logical  .charac- 
ters such  as  farmer  and  county  agent.     Strive  for  simplicity  and  naturalness 
in  characters,  plot,  and  setting. 

Forum,  with  or  without  a  chairman — is  very  effective  for  our  use,  be- 
cause we  usually  try  to  pick  a  controversial  subject,  such  as,  butter  v.s 
oleo,,,,and  pick  panelists  closely  allied  to  their  subject.     This  usually 
assures  a  spontaneous,     fiery  and  fast-moving  debate,  very  much  -enjoyed  by 
both  viewers  and  participants.    We  have  used  4  people  on  a  side  (total  of  8)„ 

Interviews  --  especially  appropriate  for  agricultural  agencies  with  lim- 
ited budgets  that  want  to  undertake  a  regular  TV  series.    With  a  neutral  set- 
ting and  2  chairs  ...  bingo  ,,,  you're  in  business.     Two  talkative  people 
have  been  the  basis  for  many  good  television  shows.     Important  to  have  guest 
with  incisive  personality. 

Demonstrations,  including  the  actual  process  with  running  commentary  — 
this  is  the  technique  on  which  Extension  was  founded.     We  have  found  this  to 
be  the  most  effective  format  for  such^' programs  as  pruning,  grafting,  and  land 
scaping. 

Motion  pictures  —  usually  augmented  by  studio  introductions  given  live, 
with  other  film,  or  slides.     In  addition  to  sound  film,  you  can  use  si lent s 
with  narration  read  as  the  film  is  run  off.     For  black-and-white s,  choose 
films  with  sharp  tones  of  black  and  white ,  and  a  minimum  of  greys.     For  color 
films,  avoid  scones  that  depend  on  color  separation  for  contrast.     For  ex- 
ample, avoid  pink  against  a  light  red  background,  white  against  pastel,  etc. 
But,  if  a  scene  is  bri lliant, . , .and  contains  a  combination  of  vivid  colors... 
chances  are  it  will-  reproduce'  well  on  the  television  screen.     If  the  scene  Is 


Farm  TV  Experience  at  ".".rGY-'",~RG3  (Contra) 

dark,  the  reproduction  will  be  poor.  (Mr.  Givcrfs  also' discussed  the  relative 
suitability  of  color  film  produced  by  various  processes.) 

Requirements  for  Good  TV  Programs 


T7c  have  arrived  at  four  rales  for  producing  a  well-received  program: 

1)  Interesting  subject  matter,  not  too  highly'  specialized.     This  point  is 
pretty  vroll  covered  under  discussion  of  subject  matter.     In  general,  at  "this 
stage  of  TV,  hunt  for' the  common  denominator  between  your  rural  and  urban 
viewers.     For  example,  you  can  handle  egg  grading  in  such  a  Vay  as  to  ' appeal 
both  to  poultryme'n  and  houscwive s.    We  did  a  show  in  which  wc  had  a  fellow 
walking  into  a  store  to  buy  eggs,  with  some  discussion  of. quality,  followed 
bf  a  switch  to  the  Department  of  Markets  for  an  explanation  of ■ the.  grading 
program." 

* 

2)  Capable  performing  personnel— with  WRGB  leaning  toward  dramatic  treatment 
whore  feasible,  and,  for  the  most  part,  professional  talent  for  these  dramatic 
shows . 

3)  Sufficient  rehearsal.    '."."RGB's  usual  pattern  is,   (a)  Synopsis  gathering 
with  talent  and  producer;  (o)  dry  run  without  camera  for  timing;   (c)  camera 
run  (followed  by  short  break  for  talent),  and  finally;  (d)  camera  rehearsal 
just  before  going  on  air.    WRGB  has  found  it  much  more  satisfactory  to  run 
through  those  4  steps  the  day  of  the  telecast,  rather  than  allowing  1  or  sev- 
eral days  to  intervene  between  rehearsal  and  going  on  the  air.     In  other  words 
virtually  the  entire  day  (of  the  broadcast)  is  devoted  to  various  stages  in 
rehearsal . 

4)  Working  well  ahead  on  planning  shows  —  preferably  a  month  ahead. 

5)  Complete  liaison  between  producer  and  performers. 

Services  from  Agricultural  Agencies 


My  first  advice  to  potential  agricultural  TV  users  is  to  got  on  the  pro- 
gram schedule  of  a  TV  outlet  in  their  area, , . .with  whatever  facilities  they 
have,  limited  though  they  may  be. 

At  present,  most  of  these  agencies  are  not  set  up  to  pay  even  the  sim- 
plest "out-of-pocket"  expenses.     Under  our  set-up,  the  station  provides  15 
minutes  of  Class  "A"  air  time  (075).,,. all  the  rehearsal " time  the  cooperating 
agency  feels  necessary  at  a  cost  to  us  of  §50  an  hour, ... free  use  of  our  prop- 
erty room, ...full  technical  and  production  staff  which  includes  all  art  work, 
slides,  etc.     For  a  commercial  show,  the  advertising  agency  absorbs  all  these 
costs  —  well  above  £200,    A  farm  cooperator  is  asked  to  absorb  only  profes- 
sional talent  costs  and  the  cost  of  property  not  available  from  our  own  prop- 
erty room.     Modest  as  those  costs  arc,  9  out' of  10  agricultural  agencies  have 
no  specific  budget  for  television.     For  them,  one  of  the  immediate  answers  is 
film. . , .not  more  than  20  minutes  long.    Until  a  regular  farm  program  becomes 
a  permanent  part  of  a  TV  station's  schedule,  the  stations  will  not  be  using 
agricultural  films  strictly  as  such,  but  as  a  program  directed  at  urban  as 
well  as  farm  viewers. ., .as  a  regular  part  of  the  over-all  schedule.     So  keep 
in  mind  that  your  material  should  not  be  too  bucolic. 


Farm  TV  Experience  at  WGY-WRGB  (Cont'd) 


If  you  have  silent  film,  spot 
scene  changes.  These  afford  a  cue 
tcr5  provide  background  facts,  for 
ground  facts,  it  would  be  a  simple 
has  to  be  done  anyway,  and  prepare 


throughout  the  picture,  titles  or  written 
system  for  the  local  narrator.    Even  bet- 
use  in  preparing  a  script.    536-th  the  back- 
matter  merely  to  screen  the  film,  which 
appropriate  ru'nning  commentary. 


AMONG  OURSELVES 
"Bill  Givcns  Discusses  Farm  TV" 

,m»:  — .  —  -  ■  .  ■  —  —  ■     .m.   mm*     ■■■    mmm>    »  ■  ■■  ■  -»■■    m    ■  n  .q  V 

•  c 

This  week,  thanks  to  your  ox-RFD  colleague,  Emerson  Markham  (now  manger 
of  GEfs  AMj  FM,  and  TV  stations  at  Schenectady),  wo  had  a  visit  from  'VGY-ITRGB 
Farm  Supervisor,  "Bill"  Givcns,     Bil-1  came  down  to  address  the  Television  Pro- 
gramming Class  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  Graduate  School, . and  to  talk 
TV  generally  with  some  of  us  around  the  Department.     He  did  a  bang-up  job  of 
pulling  together  Y7RGB 1  s  several  years  o.f  experience  in  farm  TV,  as  it  applies 
to  some  of  the  rest  of  us  moving  into  that  field. 

Just  as  WGY  (under  Emerson's  inspiration)  pioneered  in  agricultural  AM 
broadcasting,  WGYrWRGB  (with  Emerson,  later  Bob,  Child,  and  now  Bill)  has  been 
out  in  front  in  farm  TV.     In  fact,  it's  probably  safe  to  say  it  has  done  about' 
as  much  agricultural  telecasting  as  all  of  the  rest  of  the  country  put  together, 

NOTE:    You  might  like,  to  tear  off  these  last  4  pages  for  your  TV  file, 
.    And  may  I  remind  you  again  of  Bill's  piece  in  the  TV  section 
of  the  new  NARFD  Yearbook. 

Cordially, 

/  \  <^y<  y  I  ft  tit- 

\ 

Kenneth  H,  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
'for  Radio  and  Video 


Reserve 
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From  the: 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 

Outlook  for  Farm  Prices 


RADIO  SERVICE 


March  11,  1949 


BAS  economists  take  a  look  at  price  prospects  for  several  important  farm  commo- 
dities in  the  "Demand  and  Price  Situation"  (liar.  9). 

I 

The  price  support  program  for  "butter  and  the  purchase  program  for  nonfat  dry  milk 
are  likely  to  prevent  further  declines  in  prices  of  manufactured  dairy  'Products. 
"With  commercial  broiler  marketings  still  increasing,  further  price  declines  are 
probable. 

Corn  prices  are  expected  to  increase  this  spring,     'with  supplies  of  most  fruits 
smaller,  prices  in  March  and  April  are  expected  to  he  moderately  higher  than  a 
year  ago.     Prices  to  growers  for  most  truck  crons  for  commercial  processing  are 
expected  to  "be  about  as  high  this  year  as  last.    The  price  support  for  !49  crop 
potatoes  will  "be  about  one-third  lower  than  for  the  '48  crop,    Much  larger  ex- 
ports of  cotton  so  far  this  season  have  more  than  offset  a  substantial  decline 
in  domestic  mill  consumption. 

Wheat.  Agreement  Developments 

As  the  Wheat  Conference  meets  in  two  sessions  daily  to  iron  out  final  points  of 
an  International  Wheat  Agreement,  there  is  some  indication  it  may  be  able  to  com- 
plete its  work  next  week,   or  shortly  thereafter.     The  delegates  are  waiting  on 
decisions  from  their  Governments  as  to  prices  and  quantities.    As  you  recall, 
last  Friday,  the  exporting  countries  set  forth  their  final  position  which  in- 
cluded a  4-year  agreement.     The  ceiling  for  the  period  would  be  $1.80,  or  20^ 
a  "bushel  below  the  ceiling  in  the  agreement  drawn  up  last  year,.. .hut  with  floors 
of  $1.50,  $1.40,  $1.30  and  $1*20  for  the  four  years.... or  104  higher  than  last 
year.    The  exporters  asked  the  importers  to  raise  the  amount  of  wheat  they  would 
agree  to  take  to  550  million  bushels  a  year. 


BFD  Session  in  Washington 

Agricultural  Director  Don  Lerch  of  CBS  here  in  Washington  is  working  on  arrange- 
ments for  hotel  reservations  for  BFDs  during  the  PFD  session  here,  May  2,  5  and 
4.     We  hope  to  give  you  the  details  next  week. 

T48  World  Breadgrain  Crops  Utj 


Latest  estimates  from  USDA's  Office  of .Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  puts  the 
'48  world  breadgrain  production  at  239  million  short  tons. . . .which  would  be 
slightly  larger  than  the  1 35-39  average. ...  and  about  10^  larger  than  in  l47. 
Wheat  production  was  6.4  billion  bushels,  against  5.8  "billion  in  !47. 


-  2  - 


PMA  Notes 

Operational  details  are  nearly  complete  on  price  supports  for  '49  crop  grains . . . a 
including  wheat,  "barley,  rye,  oats,  grain  sorghums,  and  dry  edible  peas.    Aim  is 
to  announce  programs  as  far  as  possible  in  advance  of  production  so  farmers  will 
know  what  to  expect  in  way  of  price  supports. 

Commercial  production  of  farm  storage  bins  will  "be  stepped  up  this  month  when  "bin 
manufacturers  receive  steel  allotments.    Completion  of  this  phase  of  storage  pro- 
gram will  put  additional  100  million  "bushels  of  grain  storage  capacity  on  farms. 
But  more  than  this  will  "be  needed.    So  USDA  is  urging  farmers  to  increase  struc- 
tures to  care  for  "big  grain  supplies  expected  this  year. 

Early  reports  indicate  that  lots  of  flaxseed  will  he  planted  this  year  in  spite 
of  lower  price  supports  for  '49  crops^    California  acreage  will  "be  up. and  also 
Texas . 

PMA  State  committees  should  have  "by  April  15  their  estimates  needs  of  seed  of  27 
legumes  and  47  grasses ...  5and  8  trees  and  shrubs, , .  .for  each  of  the  next  6  years 
and  in  '60.    With  return  to  normal  crop  production,  many  farmers  want  to  re- 
establish their  rotations ...  .which  means  '"big  increase  in  needs  for  seed  of  certain 
crops.    These  State  estimates  will  afford  a  guide  as  to  amounts  of  seed  needed. 

Livestock  and  Meat  Situation 

BAE  economists  say  that  the  continued  weakness  in  meat  prices  may  reflect  the 
moderate  slackening  in  industrial  employment  and  incomes.    In  the  "Livestock 
and  Meat  Situation"  (Mar.  12),  they  explain  that  demand  for  meat  and  prices  of 
meat  are  always  sensitive  to  changes  in  "business  activity  and  employment. 

Meat  production  in  '49  probably  will  he  slightly  larger  than  in  '48. . . .and  the 
growing  population  will  average  ahout  as  much  meat  per  person  as  the  146  pounds 
in  '48. 

The  'k-9  early  lamb  crop  in  the  main  producing  States  is  estimated  to  he  ahout 
6f0  less  than  last  year.... and  rraefcller  than  any  of  record  starting  in  '24. 

Poultry  and  Egg  Situation 

Judging  "by  farmers'  statements  on  Feb.  1  as  to  the  number  of  "baby  chicks  they  in- 
tend to  "buy,  they're  likely  to  raise  more  farm  chickens  in  f49  than  '48  --  ahout 
7$  more.    The  result  is  likely  to  he  more  potential  layers  next  Jan.  1  than  Jan.l, 
'48. 

Last  year,  the  U.S.  ate  an  average  of  ahout  388  eggs  a  person  --  second  only  to 
the  '45  record  of  397*     In  spite  of  high  consumption,  USDA  had  to  "buy  85  million 
dozen  eggs  to  maintain  farm  prices  at  the  90$  support  level.     Supports  in  '48 
were  higher  because  of  the  rise  in  prices  of  things  farmers  buy. 

This  information  is  from  BAE 's  "Poultry  and  Egg  Situation,"    Mar.  7,   '49.  ~- 

Plentiful  Foods  for  April 

Of  the  about  20  foods  on  the  Plentiful  Poods  list  for  April,  two  to  be  given 
special  push  are  carrots  and  oatmeal. 


-'•3  - 


Old  Age  and  Survivors  Insurance 

Questions  that  farm  people  are  asking  about'  Old  Age  and  Survivors  Insurance  are 
"being  discussed  -with  the  State  Extension  folks.    You. might  advise  any  of  your 
listeners  -with  such  questions  to  get  in  touch  with  the  regional  representative 
of  the  Bureau  of  Old  Age  and  Survivors  Insurance,  Federal  Security  Agency.  Offices 
are  located  at:  '• 

120  Boyl'eston  St ,  /  Boston,  l6c... 
11  West  42nd  St. ,  N.  Y.  18. . . . 

Room  26^0 ,  Temporary  R,  '4th  and  Jefferson  Drive ,  S.  W. ,  Washington,  D.C,..., 

11  Chester  Ave . ,  Cleveland  Ik . . . . ' 

Room  200,  60  West  Washington  St. ,  Chicago  2. . . .  . 

Room  629  at  10  Forsythe  St.,  Atlanta  3.... 

'Room  2200,  Fidelity  Bldg.,  911  Walnut  St.,  Kansas  City  6....  - 

201  Norman  Bldg.,  Dallas  1...,  '  • 

321  Equitahle  Bldg.,  730  17th  St.,  Denver  2..(>. 

Room  Hi,  Fed.  Off.  Bldg.,  Civic  Center,  S..F.2.  . . . 

AG^ICTILirURAL  NETWORK  FEATURES  (EASTERN  STANDARD  TIME) 

NBC,  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,   (l)  USDA  News,   (2)  "Motor  Fuel  from  Farm 
Products,"    with  Dr.  R.  T.  Milrier,  Dir.  of  Northern  Regional  Research. 
La'fraratory  and  Dr.  Richard  Wiehe,  head  of  Motor  Fuels  Evaluation  Division 
....in  pick-up  from  Peoria,  111.  -  -  1:00  to  1:30  p.m. 

ABC,  American  Farmer,  (l)  USDA  News,   (2)  "Weed  Control  with  Various  Types  of 
Chemicals,"    from  studios  of  Michigan  State  College  Station  WEAR  in  East 
Lansing. 

CBS,*  Country  Journal,   (l)"Farm  Legislation  Before  Congress,"  with  Congressman 
Harold  Cooley,  chairman  of -House  Agriculture  Committe;   (2)  "Community 
Livestock  Auction,  "  with  RFD  Stuart  Wilson  of  WKBN,  Youngstown,  Ohio; 
(3)  "New  Spring  Fahrics  for  Home  Interiors,"  Virginia  Tatum,  CBS;  (k) 
"City  Farmers  Along  the  Ocean  Liner  Lanes,"  Ten  Hanna,  CBS,  New  York; 
(5)  "Need  for  Expanded  Use  of  Potatoes,"  Whitney  Tharin,  National 
Potato  Council. 

General  News 

The  19th  National  4-H  Cluh  Camp  is  scheduled  for  Washington,  D.  C,  June  15-22. 
The  theme  is  "Know  your  Government." 

Thirty-two  young  Dutch  farmers  are  coming  to  the  U.S.  to  work  and  live  with 
farmers,  and  get  practical  farm  training. .. .under  arrangements  made  "by  ECA  as 
part  of  the  Marshall  Plan.    They'll  arrive  April  7  and  stay  until  November  1. 

The  North  American  Wildlif e  Conference  which  wound  up-  here  this  week  has  set 
its  next  conference  for  San  Francisco,  Mar.  '50. 
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USDA  Periodical  Notes 

"Are  Farmers  Buying  Too -Much  Machinery?"       That's  the  title  of  a  story  on  a 
sample  study  in  Wisconsin  made  "by  economists  of  USDA's  BAE  and  the  Wisconsin 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station.    They  do  not  try  to  generalize  for  the  whole 
country.    But'  in  "The  Agri cultural  Situation^  for  March,  they  do  report  of  some 
of  their  observations  in  Wisconsin,    For  example,  20  to  30$  "who  had  "bought  a 
second  tractor  appeared  to  have  too  much  invested  in  them  for  the  size  of  their 
farms,  "but  most  were  debt  free  and  had  paid  cash. ., .Farmers  harvesting  fewer 
than  60  acres  of  crops  with  combines  probably  could  save  money  "by  hiring  their 
crops  combined  or  "by  threshing. ., 0 One-man  hay  "balers  did  not  save  enough  labor 
to  cover  depreciation,  interest,  and  repairs  on  $2,500  to  $3,000  machines  but 
they  had  other  important  advantages . „ „ .Those  are  a  few  negative  observations. 
But  the  economists  conclude  that  only  about  a  fifth  of  the  Wisconsin  farms 
studied  were  using  their  new  machines  on  such  a  small  acreage  that  savings  in 
labor  would  not  offset  the  annual  overhead  and  operating  costs.    And  most  of 
these  were  operating  without  hired  labor  and  did  not  have  children  at  home 
and  did  not  want  to  do  custom  work  to  help  pay  for  the  machines.    You  should  read 
the  entire  article  to  get  the  foregoing  points  in  perspective a 

Down  in  the  Mississippi  Delta,   "The  Flame  Cultivator  Ea£  Not  Yet  Solved  Cotton 
Weed  Problem"    say  USDA  and  Mississippi  agricultural  economists.    But,  in  one 
test,  flame  cultivating  cost  an  average  of  $19.24  an  acre  against  $22. 6l  for  hand 
cultivation.    And  flame -cultivated  fields  had  only  about  a  fifth  as  much  grass  at 
the  end  of  the  cultivating  season  as  the  others.    But  the  results  of  the  one-year 
tests  are  not  conclusive. 

A  third  article  you'll  be  interested  in  is  "Fifth  Straight  Drop  --  Livestock 
Numbers_  Down  Again."    The  economists  are  uncertain  as  to  whether  cattle  numbers 
will  start  back  up  in  '^-9  or  whether  they  will  level  off  for  a  few  years.  But 
they  say  our  land  would  support  a  much  larger  cattle  population  than  in  the  early 
'30 's.      And  there  is  prospect  of  further  decline  in  the  number  of  sheep.  Those 
are  just  a  few  high  points  from  the  article. 

*  *  *  *  * 

Farmers  in  ^-7  Missouri  counties  now  can  get  direct  help  from  soil-testing  labora- 
tories.    The  charges  for  soil  tests  range  from  50^  to  $1  a  sample.    An  article  in 
the  March  "Extension  Service  Review:*    explains  that  the  laboratories  are  locally 
financed. 

Military  Government  in  the  American  Zone  of  Germany  is  working  toward  an  agri- 
cultural and  home  economics  extension  service  for  Germany.      Also,  a  very  large 
exchange  program  for  students,  professors,  and  government  officials  is  on  the 
program. 

In  the  "Science  Flashes"  Department,  we  learn  that  the  very  versatile  plant  growth 
regulators  are  showing  promise  in  "Keeping  Green  Beans  Green  Longer  After  Harvest." 
And  also  that  £hlordane  offers  promise  of  better  control  of  Japanese  beetles  than 
DDT.     This  article  also  touches  on  other  developments  in  insect  warfare. 

USDA  Official  Travel 

Boston  --  Mar.  17  --  I.  W.  Duggan,  Governor,  Farm  Credit  Admin.,  Northeastern 
Dairy  Conference. 


New  Publications 


"Report  of  the  Administrator  of  Agri£ultural  Research,  1948"  is  a  voluminous 
400-page  report  of  USDA's  6  research  "bureaus ,  aifi53^"  Of  flee"  "oT  Experiment  Sta- 
tions .•  '  ..  4  .  •  ...   .  , ;  v -"-V  '■      i  -■' 

"Controlling  the  Japanese  Beetle"        offers  a  round-up  on  various  control  meas- 
ures ...  .plants  and  shrubs  that  the  "beetles  do  and  do  not  seriously  damage ....  and 
excellent  illustrations  on  pertinent  points  about  the  "beetle.     (Farmers'  Bulletin 
No.  2004.)  v:"     . "...  .  ,,v  "  . 

"Planning  the  Electric  Water  Sy£tem  and  Plumbing  for  Your  Farmstead"  --  goes  into 
types  and  location  of  pumps ...  .piping. ...  .heaters ...  .water  softeners,  and  related 
matters.    Profusely  illustrated.     (Misc.  Pub.  No.  674.) 

"Using  2.,4-D  Safely."  --    says  do  not  dust  from  an  airplane ... .use  no  more  than 
minimum  need. .. .follow  directions ....  check  equipment  caref ully. .. .protect  sensi- 
tive plants ...  .use  separate  sprayer  for  2,4-D. ., .apply  at  right  time.  (Farmers' 
Bulletin  No,  2005.)  '.->" 

"Production  of  Drug  and  Condiment_Plants "  —  is  essentially  a  veil-illustrated 
handbook  on  nearly  .6*0  such  plants.    Only  people  in  the  most  favored  circumstances 
will  find  production  profitable,  even  in  times  of  good  prices.    But  "by  turning 
out  a  high  quality  product,  U.  S    producers  may  establish  permanent  outlets,  A 
relatively  few  thousand  acres  of  plants  adapted  to  U.S.  will  supply  needs. 
(Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1999.) 

"Mink_Raising"  --  says  '40  Census  reports  2,836  mink  farms  in  42  States.  ..  .with 
Wisconsin  leading  with  565  such  farms.... and  Minnesota  and  New  York  second  and 
third.    Anyone  who  wants  to  get  into  this  "business  should  remember  that  it  does 
not  yield  quick  riches,  and  that  market  skins  must  "be  produced  under  constantly 
increasing  competition.    This  "bulletin  covers  everything  from  equipment  and  "breed 
ing  to  marketing.     (Circular  No.  8.01.) 

"Phenothiazine  for  the  Control  of  Livestock  Parasites"  --is  the  most  widely  used 
of  all  drugs  for  removal  and  control  of  internal  parasites  of  farm  animals.  Sum- 
marizes use  for  various  types  of  livestock*     (10-page  multilith. ) 

"Observations  on  the  Cotton  Situation  in  the  Dominions  of  India  and  Pakistan  in 
1948"  summarizes  study  by  Dr.  Ide  P.  Trotter,  Texas  Extension  Director  while 
on  leave  with  USDA's  OFAR. 

"Feed  Statistics,  Including  Wheat  and  Eye"  --  gives  statistics  on  .production, 
uses,  prices,  etc. 

Citrus  Production  Down 

The  freeze  ecrae  weeks  ago  in  California  focused  attention  on  the  size  of  this 
year's  citrus  crops. 

Yesterday's  BAE  Crop  Report  (Mar.  10)  reports  that  total  orange  production  for 
the  '48-49  season  is  estimated  at  99.4  million  boxes       10$  below  '47-48  but 
11%  above  average.    Grapefruit  production  is  estimated  at  46  million  boxes 
25$,  below  last  year  and  3$>  below  average 
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AMOWGOUESELVES 

Hansen  Uses   'Phone  Ee Wordings,  -,.  ;   .. 

EED  Mai  Hansen  of  WOW  in  Omaha  adds  his  views  to  the  matter  of  using  recorded 
'phone  conversations  for  farm  shows .     Says  Mai:, 

•"Here  at  WOW  we  find  them  valuable  several  ways."    W0WTs  Washington'  '.'  ' 
correspondent;  Walter  Cronkite,   "has  been  giving  us  farm  news  from 
the  Washington  section. . 0 .recording  his  conversation.    Also  we  have 
conducted  5  and  6  minute  interviews  throughout  the  territory  with 
farmers  and  farm  leaders.,    This  is  especially  valuable  during  the 
storm."     A  portion  of -a -farm  recording  with  Neil  Dawes,  Holt  County 
Agent,  was  used  on  NBCTs  News  of  the  World;     "Also  when  I  leave  the 
station  to  cover  such  events  as  the  National  Farm  Institute,  I  do  two 
and  three  minute  spot  recordings  on  the  important  news  highlights." 

"After  our  first  farm  interview,  I  asked  for  comments  from  listeners 
on  the  acceptability  of  such  methods.    The  next  day  or  two  "brought  at 
least  50  cards,  and  everyone  indicated  it  was  an  acceptable  procedure." 

P.S.    Mai  adds  that  they  did  shows  or  mailed  out  field  transcriptions 

to  other  EFDs....and  to  BBC  WOW  expects  to  he  on  the  air  with  TV 

this  summer  And  "that  farm  trip  to  Europe  is  still  paying  off.  So 

far  Wiseman,  myself,  and  the  farmers  on  the  trip  have  scheduled  over 
350  speeches." 


4-H  on-  TV- 

Eour-E  came  out  in  fairly  full  flower  on  television  during  National  4-H  Club 
tteek.     Latest  hook-up  shows  to  come  to  our  attention  were  those  that  Extension 
Editor  Sam  Heck  in  Hew  Jersey  set  up.     One  on  the  DuMont  Network's  Original  Ama- 
teur Hour,  and  the  CBS- TV  Lucky  Pup  program.' 

Cordially, 

Kory       Si      j  ^ 


Kenneth  M.  Gap en 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 


Enclosures: 


BAE  -  Agricultural  Outlook  Digest. 
AHA  -  Statement  Regarding  Cures  for 

Eoot—  and-Iiouth  Disease. 
APA  -  Report  on  Developments  in  the 

Campaign  against  Eoot-and-iiouth  cu£\  C  g 

Disease  in  Mexico. 

I'm  d  e  n 


After  nearly  2  months  of  negotiations  —  during  which  there  was  consid- 
erable pessimism  —  the  International  Wheat  Conference  came  out  this  after- 
noon with  news  of  substantial  accord  on  prices  and  amounts  of  wheat  in  an  in- 
ternational agreement.     The  terms  are: 

Prices       A  maximum  of  $1, 80  a  bushel  for  each  year. ...and  a  floor 
beginning  at  $1.50  and  dropping  10^  each  year. 

Amounts  --  Still  to  be  determined  but  probably  around  450  million 

bushols  to  be  taken  by  the  importing  countries  from  U.  S., 
Canada,  and  Australia, 

Duration  --  4  years. 

On  the  basis  of  450  million  bushels  total  exports  from  the  3  countries, 
the  U.S.  share  probably  would  be  around  16C;-170  million  bushels. 

This  afternoon  Russia  withdrew  as  an  active  participant t  but  will  con- 
tinue as  an  observer.     She  refused  to  accept  the  export  allotment  of  50  mil- 
lion bushels  which  other  nations  suggested. 


It  looks  as  if  the  conference  would  wind  up  with  an  agreement  this  week- 
end. 


RFD  Session  in  Washington 

Agricultural  Director  Don  Lerch  of  CBS  has  made  arrangements  for  the' 
hotel  reservations  for  the  RFD  session  here  in  Washington,  May  2,  3  and  4# 
This  is  the  story: 

Raleigh  Hotel  —  has  reserved  block  of  60-plus  rooms  for  RFDs* 

Rooms  are  Doubles  —  with  likelihood  that  you  may  have  to  double  up, 

so  pick  your  own  roommate  if  you  desire. 

Rates  (doubles)  —  $8  to  $12  total  for  the  two  of  you. 

Make  Reservation  --  with  Mr.  Donald  Lawrence,  Ass*t  Manager,  Raleigh 

Hotel,  12th  &  Pennsylvania,  Y/ashington,  D«  C. 
•     -     -  n  ,   .  .  w+.  -,  i  25. 


PMA  Not  os 


An  open  meeting  on  uniform  grain  storag  \  agreements  is  scheduled  for 
Chicago.,  Saturday,  Mar*  26  in  Room  380,  Board  of  Trade  Building.     Annual  re- 
nevra.1  dates  of  agreements  are  May  31  in  Southern  States,  and  June  30  else- 
where.    It  is  expected  that  some    warehousemen  wi  11  request  increased  rates 
and  continuation  of  surcharge  allowed  last  year  because  of  increased  opera- 
ting costs  and  insurance.. 

A  PMA  Dairy  Advisory  Committee  has  been  set  up,  and  includes  State'?::', 
representatives  in  13  dairy  States*    Calif,,  Ind.  ,  Mich,,  Minn,,  Mo., 
Ohio,  Okla,,  Perm*,  Wash*,*  Wise,,  Vt, ,  Va,     The  committee  will  hold  its  first 
meeting  in  Chicago,  Mar,,  30-31, 

New  Pyrethrum-Like  Synthetic 

This  morning,  the  Washington  Post  carried  a  front  page,  2-deck-headline 
story  about  a  new  pyre thrum-like  synthetic  insecticide  announced  by  USDA,s 
Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine,     —  TVhich  is  our  way  of  suggest- 
ing the  widespread  interest  in  the  enclosed  US DA  press  release  about  this  new 
material.. 

One  of  the  chief  potential  advantages  of  this  new  material  is  that  it 
can  be  used  safely  in  farm  crops,  in  food  plants,  dairy  barns,  and  house- 
holds.   Another  important  point  is  cost,     pyre thrum  and  nicotine  always  have 
been  rather  expensive  to  use,  of  course.     The  entomologists  think  it  possi- 
ble that  this  new  material  could  be  made  to  sell  at  around  half  the  price  of 
pyrethrum.     If  this  new  material  proves  to  be  comparable  to  pyre thrum  in  its 
effect,  it  is  likely  to  have  its  most  ready  use  in  sections  that  have  insects 
such  as  aphids,  plant  lice,  leaf  hoppers,  etc. 

The  entomologists  say  that  any  new  material  such  as  the  one  just  announcer 
requires  3  to  5  years  to  produce  enough  for  thorough  testing.     So  remind  your 
farm  listeners  that  they  will  not  be  able  to  get  any  of  this  new  insecticide 
any  time  soon.     In  fact,  there  probably  are  only  a  few  ounces  in  existence. 
And  even  after  production  is  stepped  up,  extensive  tests  will  be  made  before 
it  can  be  recommended  for  farm  and  home  use. 

Dairy  Situation 

The  economists  look  for  prices  of  manufactured  dairy  products  to. « remain 
fairly  stable  through  mid-*49f  even  though  there  will  be  seasonal  increases 
in  output.    Among  the  things  they  think  will  help  stabilize  prices  are  the 
price  supports  for  butter, ,, ,the  purchase  program  for  dry  milk, ,,, and  the 
lifting  of  export  controls  on  all  edible  fats  and  oils. 

In  the  "Dairy  Situation"  (Mar.  18),  they  say  that  in  early  March,  prices 
of  manufactured  products  ranged  from  3%  lower  than  a  year  earlier  for  con- 
densed milk  to  20%  lower  for  butter  and  24%  lower  for  cheese. 

Pan  American  Day,  Apr,  14 

Fan  American  day  is  coming  up  April  14..,, more  later. 
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Mi  1 estone  in  Brucellosis  Fight 

One  of  the  more  significant  milestones  in  the  fight  against  brucellosis 
(Bang*s  disease)  of  livestock  occurred  here  Tuesday  of  this  week  (see  Among 
Ourselves),     For  the  first  time,  representatives  of  all  livestock  groups  con- 
cerned, and  public  health  representatives  got  together  on  an  organized,  con- 
certed drive.    With  them,  met  members  of  farm  organizations,  NAEPD,  and  oth- 
er groups.     Out  of  the  meeting  came  a  National  Advisory  Committee. 

You  got  a  press  release  with  details  of  the  conference.     But  just  a  lit- 
tle background  — 

The  best  estimate  is  that  cattlemen  are  losing  at  least  $100  million  a 
year  from  brucellosis  —  one  man  at  the  conference  said  closer  $500  million. 
Anyway,  losses  are  tremendous  compared  with  the  amount  going  into  control 
work.    Adding  force  to  the  drive  are  results  of  sample  tests  in  several  pla- 
ces in  the  country,  including  4  districts  in  Indiana,     Public  Health  offici- 
als are  finding  that  it's  the  rural  people  most  affected  by  undulant  fever, 
a  by-product  of  brucellosis  —  and  that  undulant  fever "is  a  contact  disease 
—  with  the  result  that  4  out  of  5  cases  are  in  men, ,.#the  ones  who  handle 
the  cattle. 

After  getting  off  to  a  strong  start  during  the   *30!s  the  testing  and 
slaughter  work  slumped  during  and  following  the  war  because  of  shortage  of 
trained  personnel  and  high  prices  of  cattle.    Also,  in  some  cases,  interest 
shifted  to  calfhood  vaccination.     The  vaccination  work  is  increasing,  of 
course,  and  is  giving  good  results  —  is  developing  increased  resistance  in 
cattle.     But  the  testing  and  slaughter,  and  vaccination,  must  go  together,,.. 
All  of  North  Carolina  has  been  accredited,  as  well  as  several  hundred  coun- 
ties in  other  states. 

See  Among  Ourselves  for  slants  on  educational  campaign, 

P.S. t    A  Southern  Brucellosis  Control  Meeting  is  scheduled  for  Memphis, 
Apr.  29-30. 

Foreign  Vis  it or 

Professor  Paul  Simonart  of  Belgium. .. .who  is  interested  in  milk  products, 
flax  and  hemp,  and" other  subjects, ,, .will  be  at  the  Regional  Laboratory  at 
Peoria  Mar.  23,,,,. and  at  the  experiment  stations  at  Ithaca  and  New  Brunswick 
the  23rd  and  30th, respectively,  - 

USDA'  Official  Travel 

Cleveland  -  Mar.  28-30  -  D.L.  MacDonald  and  Dr.  A.  Rex  Johnson,  Office  of 
Foreign  Agr'l  Relations  -  Meeting  of  National  Ass*n  of  Foreign  Student  Advi- 
sors, Exhibit  Hall,  Cleveland  Auditorium. 

Enid,  Okla.  -  Apr.  7  -  I.W.  Duggan,  Governor,  Farm  Credit  Administration  - 
Farriers  Cooperative  Grain  Dealers  of  Okla.  Convention  at  Youngblood. 


Check  Seed  Labels 


ACP  Committeemen  concerned  with  protecting  land  taken  out  of  cash  crops 
are  suggesting  to  farmers  in  their  counties  that  they  check  carefully  the 
information  on  the  seed  tags  or  labels  before. they  buy  legume  or  grass  seed 
this  spring.     The  label  gives  the  purity  and  germination,  of  the  seed,  with 
percentage . of  crop  seeds  present,  and  number  of  noxious  weed  as  well  as  the 
percentage  of  all  weed  seeds  present.     The  gemination  report  shows  the  length 
of  the  test  and  the  percentage  of  vigorous  seedlings  produced.     The  committee- 
men are  also  suggesting  that  those  who  buy  their  seeds  early  will  have  a  wider 
choice  than  those  who  wait. 

AGRICULTURAL  NETWORK  FEATURES  (EASTERN  STANDARD  TIME) 
Saturday*  Mar,  26 

ABC,  American  Farmer,  (J)  USDA  News,  (2)  "Science  and  the  Western  Range  To- 
day," with  Kenneth  Pearse,  Forest  Service,  B.A.  ("Aco")  Christmas, 
rancher,  Silver  City,  New  Mexico,  and  Cecil  Herrell,  New  Mexico  Exten- 
sion Service,  in  pick-up  from  El  Paso.     1:30  to  2:00  P.M. 

NBC,  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,   (1)  USDA  News,  (2)  "The  Story  Behind  224 
Bushels  of  Corn  per  Acre"  with  Carroll  Brown,  Iowa  farmer;  Dr.  Joe  L. 
Robinson,  secretary  of  Iowa  Corn  and  Small  Grain  Growers*  Association; 
and  RFD  Herb  Plambeck  of  WHO,  Des  Moines*     1:00  to  1:30  p.m. 

JOBS.,  Country  Journal,.  (1)  "Sugaring  Off  Party"  (maple  sugar  variety)  from 
Oakham,  Mass.;  (2)  Background  ,on  Massachusetts  and  its  agriculture , 
with  Governor  Dever  and  others;  (3)  "75  Years  of  Agricultural  Progress," 
tied  in  with  Ohio  State  Diamond  Jubilee,  with  Dean  L.L.  Rummell  and  RFD 
Bill  Zipf  'of  WBNS;  (4)  "Long -Range  Weather  Forecast  for  Midwest,"  with 
Mark  Purcell,  amateur  forecaster,  and  Dix  Harper  of  WIOU;  (5)  "Hints 
About  the  Flower  Garden,"  with  Virginia  Tatum.     2:00  to  2:30  p.m.. 

USDA  Official  Travel 

Madison,  Wise.  -  Mar.  28  -  A.J.  Loveland,  Under  Secretary  -  State-wide  PMA 

County  Committeemen  meeting,     Loveland  speaking  at  banquet. 

New  Orleans  -  Mar.  28  -  Apr.  1  -  Dr.  P.V.  Cardon,  Administrator,  AgrTl  Re- 
search Admin.,  Dr." "G.E."  Hilbert,  Chief,  Bur.  Agr'l  &  Industrial  Chemistry, 
O.E.  Reed,  Chief,  Bur.   of  Dairy  Industry,  Dr.  R.M.  Salter,  Chief,  Bur.  Plant 
Industry,  Soils  &  Agr'l  Eng.,  and  A. A.  Moseman,  Special  Ass H  to  the  Chief, 
BPISAE  -  Southern  Directors1  Meeting,  Southern  Research  Laboratory,  Direc- 
tors of  Experiment  Stations  for  Southern  States  also  to  be' in  attendance. 
Telephone:    AUdubon  4485. 

Memphi s  -  Mar.  2'9-Apr*  1  -  Dr.  G.E.  Hilbert  (Apr,  1  only)  and  Frank  Teuton, 
Bur.  Agr'l  &  Industrial  Chemistry  -  National  Farm  Chemurgic  Council  meeting 
at  Hotel  Peabody.    New  Food  Dinner  (prelude  to  Council  meeting)  to  be  held 
Tuesday  evening,  Mar.  29,  at  7:00  at  Peabody  Hotel. 

Chattanooga  -  Mar,  25  -  G,F,  Geissler,  Mgr.,  Fed.  Crop  Ins*  Corp.  -  PMA 
naeting  at  Read  House, 


USDA  Periodical  Notes 


With  U.S.  farmers  getting  an  average  (per  farm)  of  $600  of  their  farm 
income  during  each  of  the  past  2  fiscal  years  from'  exports,  they're  directly 
concerned  with  "The  Changing  Picture  for  U.S.  Farm  Exports."     In  an  article 
under  that  title  in  the"  March  "Foreign  Agri culture ,  -  Paul  Minneman  of  OFAR 
makes  the  further  arresting  observation  that  much  of  that  export  market  is 
based  on  credits.    "When  today's  special  types  of  credit  taper  off,  the  U.S. 
either  will  have  to  find  new  ways  to  increase  exports  or  accept  the  conse- 
quences of  drastically • curtailed  overseas  markets, 

Minneman  looks  into  the  situation  for  various  major  commodities:  cotton, 
wheat,  tobacco,  etc.    And  he  considers  ways  to  increase  foreign  trade  to  help 
maintain  the  foreign  outlet  for  U.S.  farm  products. 

Closely  related  to  this  article  is  another  by  Monte 11  Ogdon  on  an  appar- 
ent postwar  mechanical  revolution  in  European  agriculture. 

Ogdon  reports  his  own  observations  during  10  months  in  Europe  in  the 
last  2  years,  as  well  as  the  findings  of  the  U.S.  Farm  Machinery  Survey  Group 
that  visited  the  5RP  countries  from  October  to  December,     The  Survey  Group  -- 
made' up' of  various "agricultural  specialists  and  a  Nebraska  farmer        found  a 
real  need  for  machinery  and  mechanization  on  European  farms.     Still  conscious 
of  wartime  food  shortages,  the  Europeans  are  aiming  to  reduce  the  number  of 
horses  used...., , produce  more  meat  and  milk. ,  .  .increase  crop  acreage  and  yields-. 

President  Truman's  Point  4  in  his  Inaugural  Address  brought  increased 
attention  to  a  long-standing  U.S.  program  of  technical  agricultural  aid  to 
Latin  America  and  other  areas.     "A  Tropical  School  Garden"  gives  a  close-up 
of  operation  of  this  program  at  the  grass-roots  level--Tn  Peru. 

Y/ith  a  population  of  337  million, ,. # growing  by  4  million  mouths  a  year 
....India's  food  production  is  not  keeping  up  with  her  population,  "Food 
^Supply  in  India"  tells  of  fleets  of  reconditioned  army  tractors  plowing  up 
tens  of  thousands  of  acres  of  waste  lands.,, .and  work  started " on  several  high 
dams  that  id.  11  provide  water  for  additional  millions  of  acres.    And  thousands 
of  additional  wells  and  irrigation  projects  are  being  constructed.    But  it 
will  be  years  before  the  additional ' tonnage  of  food  from  these  efforts  can 
be  measured  in  millions.     Meanwhile,  compulsory  procurement  from  farmers, 
and  rationing  for  urban  populations,  are  being  resumed. 


New  Publications 


"Chicken  in  the  Freezer"  —  is  a  picture  story  of  how  to  freeze  stewing  hens 
.... along  with  hTn~s~and  recipes  as  to  how  to  handle  and  cook  the  birds  after 
taking  them  out  of  the  freezer. 

"Animal  Fibers  Used  in  Brushes"  —  During  the  war,  there  were  extreme  short- 
ages" "of  "fiFers  for  brushes..     The  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  undertook  a  study 
to  find  substitute  fibers,  for  soft-hair  brushes.     This  publication  reports 
the  results,.     (Circular  No*  802.) 


-  6  » 


A  ^  oitg  ourselves; 

EFDs  and  the  Bang  *  s  Pis case  Pro  gram 

This  week,  veterinary  officials  and  representatives  of  various  livestock 
and  other  organizations,  met  here  in  Yashin  "ton  to  take  stock  of  the  brucel- 
losis (or  Bang's  disease)  program,,  and  ways  to  speed  up  control  work.  Repre- 
senting /the  NAEFD  atr  the  direction  of  its  president  Wallace  Xadderly  was  RFD 
Phil  Alampi  of  WJZ,  who  flew  down  from  Hew  York  for  the.  day. 

Phil  was  appointed  to  a  subcommittee  on  Education  and  Extension.  This 
subcommittee  recommended  a  program  of  "producer  education  rather  than  con- 
sumer education,    We  do  not  wont  a  scare  program  but  a  plan  that  is  effective. 
There  should  be  a  desire  on  the  part  o£  the  livestock  industry  to  live  with- 
out brucellosis," 

UITESCO  Radio  Plans 

A  Radio  Section  Meeting  is  being  planned  as  part  of  the  UNESCO  National 
Commission  Meeting  scheduled  for  Cleveland,  Liar,  30-21  end  Apr,  1, 


:.!r.c,  Kathleen  Lardie,  Chairman  of  the  UNESCO  Panel  on  Educational  Broad- 
casting, sends  along  proposals  that  have  come  out  of  previous  meetings  and 
discussions.     It  is  proposed  that  UITESCO  serve  as  a  clearing  house  for  radio 
material  on  various  subjects,  including  food  and  people,  with -background  on 
world  population  and  food  resources.     The  proposals  also  include  establishment 
of  a  clearing  center  for  scripts  and.  recordings,  radio  techniques,  and  related 
matters, 

Oklahoma  Airs  Conservation  Week 


Burr i s  Arnold,  Extension  radio  specialist  for  Oklahoma  A  &  M,  reports 
106  broadcasts  during  a  7-day  period, on  Soil  Conservation  and  Improvement 
Week  produced  and  aired  by  Extension  Service  personnel,     These  included  24, 
broadcasts  during  the  week  on  4  regular  programs  originating  on  the  campus 
of  Oklahoma  A  &  M  aired  by  12. stations  daily,  and  13  other  programs  by  major 
stations,  as  well  as  local  Extension  shows, 

Andy  Adam  on  the  Mend 

Andy  Adam,  Extension  radio  man  for  Texas  A  &  lls  reports  he  is  on  the 
mend  from  the  severe  injuries  he  suffered  as  a  result  of  a  fall  on  the  ice 
in  Houston  a  few  weeks  ago.     Says  Andy,  "I'Jeck  all  in  cast  end  tied  down  — 
it  will  be  on  until  last  of  June.     Am  out "  of  bed  for  third  time,.    It's  H— 
legs  and  back  awful  weak  but  gaining  fast,"    Andy  says  he  may  be  cut  of  the 
hospital  in  2  weeks.     "Regards  end  appreciation  to  all  --  USDA'ers  and  RPDs." 


Enclosure  s : 

1949  Spring  Clean-up  Week  Fact  Sheet 

Market  Mews  Offices 

ARA  Insecticide  Press  Release 


•  Ass lt.  Director  of  Information 
For  Radio  and  Video 
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From  the:       *  ^ 
U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


RADIO  SERVICE 


March  25,  1949 


Come  to  Washington 

o  

President  Truman,  and  Secretary  Brannan,  have  invited  farm  broadcasters 
to  visit  with  them  during  the  RFD  session  here  in  Washington,  Lay  2,  5  and  4e 

White  House  Invitation  --.President  Truman  will  meet  the  farm  broadcasters 
Monday  morning,  May  2,     I'd  like  to  emphasize  that  wo  must  have  a  complete 
list  of  all  those  going  to  the  White  House  a  wook  in  advance.     We  hear  that 
there  will  be  strict  observance  of  this  rule.     So  let  us  know  your  inten- 
tions not  later  than  Friday,  April  23,     If  you  think  you  are  coming,  but  are 
not  sure,  give  us  your  name  anyhow.    We  can  drop  your  name  if  you  fail  to 
make  it,  but  we  can't  add  it  if  you  decide  at  the  last  minute  to  come, 

US  DA  Invi t ati on  —  Enclosed  with  this  RFD  Letter  is  Secretary  Brannan* s  in- 
vitation to  you  to  visit  the  Department  of  Agriculture,    As  the  Secretary 
indicates,  he  expects  to  be  with  you  the  morning,  of  Monday,  May  2,  You'll 
also  find  enclosed  a  letter  from  me,  seconding  Mr,  Brannan1 s  invitation  on 
the  part  of  the  Radio  Service  and  the  rest  of  the  Department's  information 
people , 

You'll  find  details  about  hotel  reservations  on  p,  1  of  last  week's  RFD 
Letter,     Remember  that  rooms  in  the  block  set  aside  at  the  Raleigh  Hotel 
will  be  hold  only  until  April  2-5, 

Wheat  Agreement  Drawn  Up 

The  International  Wheat  Conference  wound  up  this  week  with  a  proposed 
agreement  —  following  very  closely  the  linc-up  as  wo  gave  it  to  you  last 
vreek  (p,  1),    Already,  about  30  nations,  including  the  U, S,  have  signed  the 
agreement,  as  against  only  8  or  9  at  the  corresponding  time  last  year-. 
Deadline  on  signing  is  .upr.  15,     Next  step,  is  ratification  by  tho  member 
governments       with  July  1  the  final  date  for  ratifying. 

Ratification  by  the  U,S,  could  be  by  1  of  2  methods:     1)  Handled  as  a 
treaty,  with  approval  by  the  President  and  two-thirds  of  the  Senate;  this 
was  the  approach  taken  on  last  year's  proposed  agreement j  or  2)  joint  reso- 
lution by  simplo  majority  of  both  houses  of  Congress,, 

Secretary  Brannan  said  that  in  spite  of  changes  in  wheat  supplies  and 
prices  since  last  year's  proposed  agreement  was  drawn  up,  the  ceiling  price 
in  the  now  agreement  is  only  20/  a  bushel  lower  than  last  voar's  agrooment, 
and  the  floors  arc  10^  higher* 
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Branno.ii;     Corn  Allotments,  Quotas 

Secretary  Brannan  talked  this  week  with  a  subcommittee  of  the  House  Agr- 
cultural  Committee  about  corn  acreage  allotments  and  marketing  quotasa  The 
Secretary  explained  that  the  Department  is  not  making  any  specific  recommen- 
dations at  this  time        but  he  did  comment  on  6  questions  posed  by  the  chair- 
man: 

1.  Do  the  corn  producers  desire  to  place  corn  under  marketing  quotas?  The 
Secretary  said  a  definite  answer  would  require  a  referendum  of  commercial 
grower sc. 6 a hut  ho  thought  the  answer  was  yes  if  supplies  reached  a  level  where 
quotas  were  necessary  under  present  legislation;  they  could  get  full  price 
support  only  when  such  quotas  wore  in  effect,, 

2,  Should  the  commercial  corn  area  be  expanded?    The  present  definition  of 
the  commercial  corn-producing  area  provides  for  an  automatic  expansion  of 
this  area,    Mr,  Brannan  said  PMA  committeemen  reported  their  farmers  not  in 
favor  of  changing  the  formula  to  increase  the  commercial  area, 

3  &  4©     Should  quotas  apply  to  corn  (including  silage)  produced  and  fed' on 
the  farm?    Yes,  bccauGO£~"in  "terms  of  the  objectives- of  maFketing  quotas,  it 
would  make  no  difference  whether  the  corn  was  fed  on  the  farm  where  produced 
or  marketed  and  -fed  in  some  other  area. 

5,  Should  competing  grains,  such  as  grain  sorghums,  oats,  rye,  barley,  etc., 
be  brought  under  quotas  at  the  same  time?     If  corn  is  controlled,  other  feed 
grains  should  be  controlled  in  some  manner.    Because  of  the  difficulties  in 
administering  marketing  quotas  on  feed  grains  (other  than  corn),  considera- 
tion may  be  given  to  bringing  these  feed  grains  under  acreage  allotments. 

6,  Should -quotas  apply  to  corn  production  throughout  the  nation  or  be  con- 
fined to  the  commercial  area,  as  now  providcd~"by  Taw?  ~~lT  Ts~rio"t  Felt  that" 
quotas  should  apply  to  corn  production  "outside  the"  "commercial  areas. 

We'll  bo  glad  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  Secretary's  testimony. 

Price  Supports  for  Forage  Seed 

With  adjustments  ahead  for  wheat,  cotton,  and  other  crops  pushed  hard 
during  the  war  and  post-war  years,  farmers  will  need  lots  of  seed  to  put 
land  in  forage  crops,,     In  fact,  more  seed  than  is  in  sight.     So  USDA's  PMA. 
has  announced  a  price  support  program  to  encourage  production  of  seed  of 
alfalfa,  clovers,  lespodczas  and  several  grasses, ., .as  well  as  several  range 
grasses.     The  program  is  being  handled  through  State  and  county  ACP  commit- 
tees, •  They  can  furnish  details  about  rates. 

Spring  Planting,  Prospects  Down. 

BAE's  Crop  Report  this  week  indicated  prospects  of  the  smallest  acreage 
of  spring-planted  crops  in  »49  since  the  *37-3S  period. 

Biggest  declines  arc  in  feed  grains,  with  smaller  drops  in  oilseeds 
(including  soybeans,   flaxseed  and  peanuts)  and  most  other  row  crop. 
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i S  Storage,  Shipping  Problem 

With  prospects  of  larger  volume  of  grain  to  be  transported,  and  fewer 
boxcars  than  last  year  to  handle  it,  PMA,  expects  serious  car  shortages,  and 
grain  storage  difficulties  this  year... .as  the  new  crop  grain  harvest  begins. 
Railroads  and  shippers  organizations  fear  considerable  trouble  in  some  areas 
unless  stored  grain  flows  in  good  volume  ahead  of  harvest. 

Time  to  Finish  ACP  Plans 

It*s  about  time  for  farmers  to ' complete  this  ycar!s  ACP  plans.  (See 
closing  dates  below  for  some  States.) 

"When  a  farmer » s plans  for  this  yoar*s  conservation  work  arc  approved  by 
the  county  committee,  he  is  eligible  for  financial  assistance.     In  addition 
to  planning  work  for  one  year  on  the  more  pressing  needs,  many  farmers  lay 
out  a  long-range  program  of  conservation.     Some  of  these  men  have  good  stor- 
ies to  tell, 

Ariz,  12-1;  Colo.  5-1;  Fla.  4-15;  111,  4-1;  Ind. "4-1;  Iowa  4-1;  Ky,  4-30; 
Mass.  6-30;  Mich.  4-1;  Minn.  4-15;  Mo,  4-1;  Mont.  5-20;  Nebr,  4-15;  Nov. 5-1; 
N, J,  5-31;  N.D.  5-1;  Ohio  5-31;  Pa.  6-30;  R.I.  5-31;  S.D.  4-15;  Wash.  5-1; 
Wis.  4-i;  Wye.  5-1, 

AGRICULTURAL  NETWORK  FEATURES  (EASTERN  STANDARD  TILE) 
Saturday,  Apr,  2 

NBC,  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,    (1)  USDA  News,  (2)  "14th  Annual  National 
Chemurgic  Conference,"  with  Wheeler  McMillen,  from  WMC,  Memphis, 
1:00-1:30  p,m. 

ABC,  American  Farmer,  (1)  USDA  News,  (2)  "Aerosols  for  Home  and  Greenhouse," 
with  R.A,  Fulton,  Floyd  P.  Smith,  R.H,  Nelson,  Entomologists,  USDA, 
1:30-2:00  p.n, 

CBS,  Country  Journal,  (1)  "Changing  Outlook  for  American  Wheat  Farmers," 

Topcka  Kans.,  with  Gene  Shipley,  WIBW;   (2)  "14th  Annual  Conference  of 
National  Farm  Chemurgic  Council,  WREC,  Memphis";   (3)  "Future  Homemakcrs 
of  America  Activities,"  with  Virginia  Tatum;  (4)  "Pet  Deer  Has  Whole 
Town  (Presho,  S.D.)   * Dancing  Attendance , t"  with  Joe  Tonkin,.  USDA;  "Fu- 
ture Agricultural  Plans,"  with  Wayne  Darrow,  Editor  of  Washington  Form 
Letter.     2:00-2:30  p.m. 

Note  Mcn*s  Clothing  Encl  o  su  r  c 

Both  you  and  the  women  folks  at  the  station  will  be  interested  in  tak- 
ing a  look  at  the  enclosed  report  on  men's  preferences  in  clothing.  The 
findings  are  important'  to  farmers  who  produce  raw  fibers,  especially  cotton 
and  wool.    Note'  that  story  is  for  Wednesday,  Mar.  50  A.M.  release. 
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USDA  Periodical  ITotes 

All  of  our  scientific  wonders  notwithstanding,  no  one  has  found  a  way 
of  'measuring  quality  in  butter  that  equals  the  good  old-fashioned  physical 
senses  of  smell,  taste,  sight,  touch/  and  hearings     In  an  article,  "Good 
Butter  Tastes  Good,"  in  the  current  issues  of  "Marketing  Activities,*"'  an  ex- 
pert-" give's"  an  informative,  human  interest  story  of  how  the  grader  works,  i3c» 
ovon  to  the  aversion  of  some  graders  to  helpers  who  use  perfumed  soap,  hair 
tonic,  or  shaving  lotions, 

Tung  has  been  called  the  world1 s  fastest  drying  and  most  durable  natural 
oil--and  is  widely  used  in  paint  and  varnish,  for  oilcloth  and  linoleum,  and 
printing  ink,     In  *47,  53,000  tons  of  tung  nuts  were  produced  from  14  million 
trees  in  the  tung  belt  along  the  Gulf  Coast.    And  in  *48,  12  tung  mills  were 
operating  in  the  5' leading  tung  producing  States,    An  article,  "Tung:  _01d 
Crop  with  Hew  Uses,"  says  that  "Even  though  some  synthetic  substitutes  have 
been  developed,,  the  long-time  outlook  is  favorable        provided  production, 
processing,  and  marketing  costs  are  kept  in  line  with  corresponding  costs  of 
competing  oils," 

Drugs  of  farm  origin  arc  discussed  under  "Farmer  and  Pharmacist,"  In 
the  years  since  USHA's  Northern  Laboratory  found  how  to  cut"  the  costs  of 
producing  penicillin,  the  cost  has  been  cut  to  one-twentieth  its  former  price. 
At  least  4  other  drugs  under  experimentation  offer  promise;     subtil in,  usnic 
acid,  tomatin,  and  polymyxin. 

Foreign  Visitors 

Two  visitors  from  India, „ , a interested  in  co-ops  and  Extension  v/ork0,,9 
Will  be  at  Knoxvillc,  Mar,  28-30  (TVA,  RE A,  EXT). , a a .Atlanta,  Mar.  31 -Apr.  1 
(Cotton  Prod,  Assoc.,  Atlanta  Dairies  Co-op,  Ga,  Milk  Prod,  Confederation) 

 Tampa,  Apr,  4-5  (Fla.  Citrus  Exchange) 0 , , , .Camilla,  Ga, ,  Apr,  7-8  (GFA 

Peanut  As  so.)  Stuttgart,  Ark.,  Apr,  11 ~ (Ark,  Rice  Growers  Co-op, ' Stutt- 
gart Co-op  BuyersT  Asso. )..,.. Chicago,  Apr.  13-15  (Natrl  Co-op  Inc. 
Madison,  Apr.  18-22  (Agr* 1  Ed,,,  EXT,  REA) .     The  visitors  are  K,S.  Hayudu-  and 
C.J,  Roddy. 

International  Rice  Meet  in  New  Orleans 

The  Committee  on  Rico  of  the  International  Emergency  Food  Council,,,, 
representing  18  nations. ...  .will  moot  in  Mew  Orloans,  Apr.  10-13.     It  will 
review' the  *49  rice  situation.     Contact:    Harry  G,  Clowes,  secretary. of  Com- 
mittee, to  be  at  Monteleon  Hotel,  Sunday,  Apr.,  10, 

Texas  Planning  TV  Films 

From  down  Texas  way  comes  word  of  Extension  plans  for  a  series  of  1- 
recl,  how-to-do-it  movies.     They1 11  cover  such  subjects  as  how  to  iron  a 
shirt  in  4  minutes,  how  to  make  a  plant  box,  how  to  shear  sheep.     These  movies 
are  being  made  primarily  for  agent  use,  but  Texas  also  is  keeping.  TV  in  mind. 


AMONG  OURSELVES 

History  of  'Phone  Recordings 

Cur  recent  communiques  about  use  of  recorded  'phone  interviews  in  RFD 
shows  brings  from  ex  Radio  Service  member  MeL9   (Duke)  DuMars, ,  ..'who  now 
writes  speeches  for  the  Secretary, .  , ,a  bit  of  history  on  the  subject,  Dur- 
ing late  1942,  the  Radio  Service, was  engineering  proposal  that  the  *  phone 
companies  allow  use  of  their  'phone  lines  for  recording  interviews  with  farm- 
ers.   With  war-time  transportation  limitations,  farm  people  and  local  agri- 
cultural representatives  wore  finding  increasing  difficulty  in  driving  to 
radio  stations  for  broadcasts.    At  that  time,  the  proposal  went  on  the  reefs 
of  rules  ano.  regulations  (not  ITSPA's,  incidentally), 

Minnesota  Radio  Survey 

Extension  Radio  man,  Raymond  S,  Wolf,  queried  his  Iviinnesota  radio  sta- 
tions as  to  their  likes  and  dislikes  concerning  a  service  of  22-  to  58- 
second  shorts  on  agricultural  and  home  economics  shorts.     There  were  8  agri- 
cultural and  8  home  economics  shorts  sent  out  during  the  course  of  the  4 
weeks  covered  by  bhe  survey. 

Of  30  Stations,  50%  wanted  more  farm  items, ,,,  13%  more  home  items,,,, 
and  23%  more  of  both  farm  and  home  items. 

The  shorts  on  livestock  and  crops  were  in  more  demand  than  those  on 
economics  and  engineering.    And  the  food  items  were  more  popular  than  those 
on  clothing  and  equipment.     About  80^  of  the  stations  apparently  approved 
the  length  of  the  items.     In  light  of  the  demand^  the  output  of  farm  shorts 
has  been  increased  from  2  to  5  a  week, 

Raymond  says  "Our  daily  30-minute  University  Farm  Hour  will  be  sent  out 
on  WCAL's  FM  Station  (iTorthf iold,  Minn,)  beginning  Apr,  4,     This  is  the  bo- 
ginning  of  a  network  which  wo  hope  will  be  expanded  to  other  stations.  In 
addition  to  my  regular  daily  30-minute  KUOM  program,  I  am  now  sending  out  10 
recorded  interviews  a  Week  on  tape  to  outlying  stations." 

About  RFDs 

Bob  Miller  of  WRFD  at  Worthington,  Ohio.,  tells  us  they  "are  very  happy" 
to  have  Luella  Engle,  former  RFD  at  WMOH  in  Hamilton,  Ohio,  on  their  staff. 
She  is  in  charge  of  Women* s  programs  and  cooperates  with  the  Community  Ser- 
vice Director  and  Bob,  Roy  Battles  of  WEW  in  Cincinnati  writes  that 
"wo  havo  folt  that  wo  would  not  hire  additional  help  in  order  to  televise 
farm  shows  until  more  farmers  have  purchased  TV  sets.     It's  coming  though 
and  we'll  soon  be  on  the  air  with  farm  stuff,"    The  TV  schedule  Roy  sends 
along  lists  "Garden  Time,"  5:00-5:30  p.m.  Sunday. 

P,S.  to  4-H  TV 

RFD  Phil  Alampi  of  WJZ  arranged  a  4-H  TV  foaturc  on  Gordon  Fraser's  '• 
News  and  Viev/s  show  over  ABC  for  National  4-H  Week, 
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^SELVES  (CONT'D) 


Reminders  on  RFD  Session 


'  This  vn.ll  bo  a  little  repetitious 3  of  course^  but  here  arc  some  one., 
two,  three  reminders  about  the  RFD  session  here  in  Washington  tho  first  of 
May ; 

Dates  ----  May  2,  3,  and  4, 

Are  You  Coming  —  Remember  we  must  know  by  April  23  whether  you  will 

be  hero  so  we  can  make  arrangements  for  you  to  go  the  White  House, 

Hotel  —  A  block  of 'rooms  is  being  held  for  RFDs  at  the  Raleigh  Hotel « 
They '  11  bo  held  until  Apr.,  25e     You'll  probably  have  to  double  up» 
So  pick  your  roommate  if  you  like.     Rates:  to  $12  for  the  two 

of  you.  Write  Donald  Lawrence,  Ass't  Manager,  Raleigh  Hotel,  12th 
&  Pe  nns  yl vania $  Washington,  D»C. 

Columbus  --  You  can  go  direct  from  Washington  to  the  Institute  for  Edu- 
cation by  Radio  at  Columbus,  May  5  to  89     Trains  leave  at  night, 


Enclosures  t 


Invitation  to  RFDs  from  Secretary  Brannan 
Invitation  to  RFDs  from  Ken  Gapcn 

BAE  rpt,  "Men's  Preferences  Among  Selected  Clothing  Items 
TV  Script  "Easily  Time" 


Cordially, 


KOnneth  Ma  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for.  Radio  and  Video 


